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The Almanac

St Alban’s Leadership

From the Rector’s Pen - Soaring on the Wings of the Wind

In the Bible, wind is a symbol of the Holy Spirit. We are nearing the end of
the weeks after Pentecost, also known as Common Time, leading the way
with green, the color that represents new life. We do remember Pentecost as
the birthday of the church, the time when the Holy Spirit came into the
upper room where the disciples waited, in the form of a mighty rushing
wind. (Acts 2)
Naomi and I lived for several years in Springfield, Missouri, an area of Western Missouri
known as tornado alley all the way into the border states of Kansas, Oklahoma and Arkansas.
There were many times that we holed up either in our basement, the basement of a church or
other basement, waiting for the extreme winds to pass us by. We kind of got used to the lifestyle of looking for cover, but we had seen enough wreckage to respect the power of the
wind.
Before we moved to New York City we lived on a very deep but small kettle lake. Many of
the lakes in Michigan are kettle lakes, lakes formed as glacier ice pieces melted. Lime Lake
happens to be over 100 feet deep, but in the winter it will always freeze over. One of the
sports that people enjoy on the lake is sailing wind boards across the ice. I’m not sure how
fast these boards go, but the wind catches the sails and they fly across the lake. It reminds me
of a couple psalms that address wind in association with God. He makes the clouds his
chariot and rides on the wings of the wind. (Psalm 104:3) He mounted the cherubim and flew;
he soared on the wings of the wind. (Psalm 18:10)
In John’s gospel we read that the wind blows where it wishes and you hear it, but do not
know where it comes from and where it is going; so is everyone who is born of the Spirit.
(John 3:8) On this journey toward this place sometimes referred to as heaven or paradise, we
can take comfort that as we make our way toward the New Jerusalem, the holy city whose
architect and maker is God, the Holy Spirit will lead us, and we too may soar on the wings of
the wind.
I wish you all a blessed September.

Father Dave +
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Staff
Father Dave Madsen ~ Rector

Wardens & Vestry

619-444-8212, padredavid1@gmail.com

Sharon Hathaway ~ Sr. Warden

Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm, afternoons by
appt. only

Mike Park ~ Jr. Warden

Denise Cote~ Assistant to Rector/Office
Manager; 619-444-8212 ,
dcote@stalbanschurch.info

Brad Cook ~ Vestry

Joanne Bishop ~ Secretary

Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm

Victoria Mayor ~ Vestry

Naomi Madsen ~ Music Director

Jane Schinske ~ Vestry Member

Caroline Mahon-Hurd~ Sunday School
Director
Joanne Bishop—Teen Youth Ministry
Brad Cook ~ Communication Director
Victoria Mayor ~ Social Media Director

David Ellis ~ Vestry Member
Hsa Blu Moo ~ Vestry Member

Judy Brown ~ Vestry Member
Betty Johnsen ~ Vestry Member

Penny Park~ Prayer Chain Leader
Judy Brown—Treasurer
Betty Johnsen—Altar Guild; Food Pantry

Worship & Learn With Us:
Sunday 9:30 am ONLINE ONLY
Worship Service
with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:45 am on 1st & 3rd
Tuesdays, all are welcome! Postponed until further notice
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~ more pictures! continued from pg 9 ~

From the treasurer’s Vault

***********************************************************************************************************

Where to Find St Alban’s Weekly Meetings on ZOOM
Saturday Coffee time with Father Dave & Vestry meeting Saturdays at 10 AM. Vestry meeting is 2nd Saturday. There is no coffee time on that Saturday.
Meeting ID - 235 055 010
Password - 688794
Coffee Hour - Sunday at 10:30 AM
Meeting ID - 850 7170 9773
Password - 329523
Sunday Worship Service at 9:30am, This meeting can be found on the St Alban’s Facebook
page each Sunday morning.
10

Please note that this info remains the same each week. The Meeting ID’s and the Passwords do
not change.
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September 2020
Sun

Mon

Sunday
School 9 AM

Every
Sunday
on Zoom (see
pg 3 & 5 for
info)

Coffee Hour
10:30 AM

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

Please call
Naomi or Lee
for Tabletalk
Zoom info.
1
Refugee Food
Distribution
9-11 AM

2
Tabletalk
Meeting on
Zoom 10am

3

4

5
Coffee with
Fr. Dave
10 AM

6

9:30am View
on St Alban’s
Facebook page
Welcome
Ministry Food
Only 3pm
Wells Park

7

8

9
Tabletalk
Meeting on
Zoom 10am

10

11

12
Online Vestry
Meeting
10 AM

13

14

15

16
Tabletalk
Meeting on
Zoom 10am

17

18

19
Coffee with
Fr. Dave
10 AM

23
Tabletalk
Meeting on
Zoom 10am

24

25

26
Coffee with
Fr. Dave
10 AM

9:30am View
on St Alban’s
Facebook page

Refugee Food
Distribution
9-11 AM

20 9:30am View 21
on St Alban’s
Facebook page
Welcome
Ministry Food
Only 3pm
Wells Park

27

First day of
Autumn
28

9:30am View
on St Alban’s
Facebook page
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Welcome Ministry is celebrating a new partnership.
Mary Curran-Downy, Welcome Ministry Board member,
introduced us to her amazing friend, Maureen Roadman,
founder of ‘Explore Solutions’, a local nonprofit whose
mission it is to“provide an affordable way for high
school students and their families to shape a clear,
actionable vision of their post-high school path based on
individual interests, aptitudes, and financial resources.”
Mary is also one of our faithful Table Talk leaders. She knew that Maureen and her kids love
challenges! In fact, the name of the project they embarked upon to help out the Refugee Food
Pantry is called “Take the Challenge!” They are assembling bags of non-perishables - like
laundry soap, dish liquid, toilet paper, bath soap and toothpaste - for distribution at the twice
monthly Food Pantry. These items are so welcomed by our guests, in addition to the food we
provide. It’s a perfect match.
The youngsters have gotten creative with their fundraising for this project; one group wrote a
grant proposal – and got the money. Another asked friends and relatives to give whatever they
wanted to give. One girl who was delivering bags to Maureen’s garage with several other high
schoolers (in 97 degree heat!) said, ‘My best friend’s little brother handed me a big wad of
dollar bills’. With a smile, I’ll bet.
We want to thank Mary, Maureen and the energetic young scholars from Explore Solutions for
their amazing partnership. Our hearts would be warmed even if it wasn’t so hot!.
Naomi Madsen

30
Tabletalk
Meeting on
Zoom 10am
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Round Up Time… Fr Dave’s Random Thoughts

Sunday School News
By Caroline Mahon-Hurd

The Steadfast Love of the Lord Never Ceases
We are moving into the seventh month of a killing virus that has claimed many lives, and disrupted the lives of everyone we know. Yet in the middle of this struggle to determine what is
normal how the “new normal” will be defined, I am thinking of the steadfast love of God, and
my theme is taken from the book of Lamentations, written by the crying prophet, Jeremiah.
The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases;
his mercies never come to an end;
they are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.
“The Lord is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in him. (Lamentations 3:20-24)
His mercies never come to an end. They are new every morning. In the middle of this pandemic, Naomi and I have found a renewed joy in morning devotions together. I call it devotions because it is much more than Morning Prayer. We find renewed laughter when we read
our daily Bible lectionary readings because we have read them so many times in different
translations through the years, and we catch ourselves putting in the translation we are familiar with rather than the translation we are reading. I know it sounds kind of boring, but we
look up passages in different translations and enjoy mostly minute differences, but notice
some differences are not that minimal. Not that it changes the meaning, but we find joy in the
comparisons. And, then we get back to the task at hand. To read the rest of our passages and
move to the second phase of our devotions. It is our custom to read a book, and now we are
reading a book we both agree to read, and we spend longer with our book reading in the
morning than we have in the past. We read a number of books each year in our devotional
time.
Then, we turn to prayer. We always start out with one of the prayer forms from The Prayers
of the People from page 387 of the Book of Common Prayer. It is our customary and our joy
to pray for family, friends and loved ones every day. And, at the end of our prayer, Naomi
finds a suitable closing prayer and we spend the next 15 minutes in quiet prayer. Yes, we do
enjoy our quiet time.
I love this part of my day, because I know that the Lord is my portion, and therefore I will
hope in him. There might be better ways to start a morning, but I confess: I really like this
one.
I wish you all a peaceful and safe September, and my prayer is that you will know the limitless mercies of the Lord that never ceases. His mercies never come to an end. They are new
every morning.

Hello St. Alban's Sunday School families,
I pray that you are all well and hope that you can join us for Sunday School at 9:00 am each
week through the end of December on Zoom. Our Zoom link is the same each week.
The group is named "St Alban's Sunday School". Please send a text to 619-820-0674 if
your children would like to join in the ZOOM lesson and Caroline will add your cell phone
number to the Sunday School families who will have access to join this weekly group. Lessons will run about 20 min and begin at the new time of 9:00am so families can enjoy the St
Alban's live stream of the Morning Prayer Sunday worship services at 9:30am.
Also please note: St. Alban's Sunday School has an
email: stalbansundayschool@gmail.com please use this as well with any questions about
Sunday School or attending the Zoom Sunday School meetings.
NEW Sunday School Zoom Info:
https://zoom.us/j/93662640101
Meeting code: 788 1547 7328
Password: 101Stalban$
One tap mobile: +16699009128,,93662640101# US (San Jose)
In July our Sunday School children enjoyed this year’s Vacation Bible School via Zoom from
there homes! Thanks To All This Year’s Volunteers! This would not have been possible without your help! Here are some pictures of their experiences.

Father Dave +
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Pictures from VBS, July 2020, continued
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More pictures from VBS, July 2020! Continued
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