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The Almanac

St Alban’s Leadership

From the Rector’s Pen - Liturgy is the Work of the People
As I was thinking about what to write for this month’s Almanac, I began
to appreciate the work of the people, which is what the word liturgy
means. To work, to pray, to rest from our labors, to enjoy fellowship and
involvement of others in our lives, and to make room for the work of the
Holy Spirit. Liturgy enfolds our work with the work of God, a cohesive
bond that St. Paul describes as “walking in step with the Spirit”. Liturgy
is not just about “me and Jesus, and how we have our own thing going”.
We are asked to participate both as individuals and together, in this
community dance between word and action, creative expression and mutual appreciation of
one another, and to the work we have been called to do.
Concerning respect and appreciation for one another, I want to thank all my brothers and
sisters, members and friends of St. Alban’s Church, for all you do to share in the liturgy of
our parish community. This morning in the bilingual Arabic/English Eucharist service, I was
overwhelmed with a sense of thankfulness and fascination of how the Spirit blesses the
written and spoken liturgy, participation in the Prayers of the People, Holy Eucharist, and
response to anointing prayer for healing. And, I stepped back a moment to appreciate the
mixed congregation of Arabic and English speakers, an Arabic translator, a lay leader and a
United Methodist Minister joining with an Episcopal deacon and myself at the altar. Most of
the congregation is made up of Chaldean Catholics.
Liturgy is not limited to a liturgical service, but it’s way cool when sometimes the top of a
service is taken off and we can peer down and look inside. and to appreciate the work of the
people reflected in words, actions, symbols and expressions of faith; to experience an
epiphany of our work and effort touching the hand of God, and our work becomes the Holy
Spirit’s work and the Spirits work becomes our work. In Celtic spirituality these kind of
epiphanies are labeled “thin places”. A thin place is where our space becomes entangled with
Gods space and the two become one. May this be our goal in liturgy, our work as the people
of God, a desire that our work will be God’s work and God’s work will be our work.
October Blessings,
Father Dave+
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Wardens & Vestry

Staff
Father Dave Madsen ~ Rector
619-444-8212, padredavid1@gmail.com
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm, afternoons by
appt. only
Reverend Phil Loveless ~ Deacon
619-602-7952, ploveless@edsd.org
Denise Cote~ Assistant to Rector/Office
Manager; 619-444-8212 ,
dcote@stalbanschurch.info
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm

Sharon Hathaway ~ Sr. Warden
Mike Park ~ Jr. Warden
Victoria Mayor ~ Secretary / Vestry
Brad Cook—Vestry
Carly Montagne ~ Vestry Member
Jane Schinske ~ Vestry Member

Naomi Madsen ~ Music Director

David Ellis ~ Vestry Member

Caroline Mahon-Hurd~ Sunday School
Director
Joanne Bishop—Teen Youth Ministry

Hsa Blu Moo ~ Vestry Member

Brad Cook ~ Communication Director
Victoria Mayor ~ Social Media Director

Nawal Yousif ~ Vestry Member
Judy Brown— Vestry Member
Betty Johnsen—Vestry Member

Penny Park~ Prayer Chain Leader
Judy Brown—Treasurer
Betty Johnsen—Altar Guild; Food Pantry

Worship & Learn With Us:
Sunday 9:30 am
Worship Service
with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:45 am on
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, all are welcome!
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House of Bishops meets, discusses upcoming Lambeth Conference—September 19, 2019

From the treasurer’s Vault

This week, bishops from across the Episcopal Church are gathered in Minneapolis for a meeting of
the House of Bishops. The meeting, which began on September 17, will conclude on September
20. The opening topic for the group was Lambeth Conference, an international meeting of bishops
in the Anglican Communion, which begins July 22, 2020. The initial meeting, which sought to
share information about the conference, also took up the subject of the exclusion of spouses of
LGBTQ+ bishops.
Lambeth Conference, which most recently took place in 2008, has been a topic of controversy in
recent months following Archbishop of Canterbury’s decision not to invite the spouses of bishops
who are in same-sex marriages to the upcoming conference. Traditionally, spouses of bishops have
been invited to attend Lambeth Conference.
In 2008, then-Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams declined to invite the Rt. Rev. Gene
Robinson to Lambeth Conference; at the time, Robinson was bishop of the Diocese of New
Hampshire and was married to a man. In the lead up to Lambeth 2020, current Archbishop of
Canterbury Justin Welby decided to invite openly LGBTQ+ bishops to the conference, a departure
from the policy of his predecessor, but decided not to invite their spouses. Currently, there are two
LGBTQ+ bishops serving in the Episcopal Church, the Rt. Rev Mary Glasspool, Assistant Bishop in
the Diocese of New York, and the Rt. Rev. Thomas Brown, Bishop of Maine, as well as bishopelect of the Diocese of Michigan, the Rev. Bonnie Perry. Glasspool has stated that her wife will
travel with her to England despite not being invited to the conference while Brown and Perry, as
well as their spouses, have yet to decide how to proceed, though Perry has yet to receive an official
invitation since she has yet to be consecrated as bishop.
Meanwhile, other bishops have been also been working to decide how to proceed in light of the
exclusion of some bishops’ spouses. Bishop Alan Gates of the Dioceses of Massachusetts will not
attend Lambeth Conference at the risk of straining his relationship with other members of the
Episcopal Church.
In his opening sermon the House of Bishops, Presiding Bishop Michael Curry briefly commented
on the issue of Lambeth, saying:
“And we are going to Lambeth. But some of us can’t. And some of us won’t. And we will each have
to make a decision of conscience. And that decision of conscience must be respected. Those of us
who go must be witnesses, to our conscience as God is inspiring it, regardless of where you stand.
And somehow, we must respect others’ decisions and conscience.
Now, I’m going to go . . . I’m already all ready. I’m going as witness. I’m going as a witness to the
way of love that Jesus has taught me, that I have to love. I believe what I believe because I believe it
reflects the way as a way of love.”
The topic of Lambeth Conference will come up again tomorrow, during the final day
of this meeting of the House of Bishops. During this final session, conversations are
slated to steer away from general conversations about Lambeth Conference and focus
more on individual bishops and their responses to the conference and whether-or-not
they will attend.
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Welcome Ministry of El Cajon
Every month The Welcome Church of El Cajon meets at a local park, and for now
that park is Wells Park, El Cajon, on the 4th Sunday of each month at 3pm, for
church with people in the park. We build relationships with people we normally would not
encounter. All are welcome.
Also, every Tuesday at 9 a.m. we facilitate a “Loads of Love” ministry at the El Cajon
Laundromat, 143 E. Main St., El Cajon, This ministry allows people experiencing
homelessness to wash clothes.
Volunteers are available, also through The Welcome Ministry. They provide assistance in
finding medical, dental, employment, emotional and spiritual support.
Learn more about these vital ministries by contacting St Alban’s (619)444-8212
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A couple dozen folks from St. Alban’s attended the third annual diocesan
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Multicultural Children's Fall Festival last month on Sept 21st.
Many of our participants brought traditional foods from Iraq and Myanmar. There was lots of
food from all over the world, games, music, dancing and downright fun for all.
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ADULT CLASS—POTLUCK AND TEACHING

Round Up Time… Deacon’s Random Thoughts

Wednesdays thru October 9, 6:15-7:45pm
New Class! Learn what our church teaches concerning:

As we have been following the not so well know saints I find that all of then have one com-

How Episcopalians look at the Bible; baptism; early church traditions we
still practice; liturgy; prayer; outreach and evangelism; spiritual gifts;
ministry opportunities…and more

mon spiritual gift and that is a full lack of selfishness. They’re out look on life centers on God

FELLOWSHIP POTLUCK
“CLOSING THE NIGHT WITH COMPLINE”

and the will of God in their lives. People having experiences of God in their lives and sharing
those experiences. They are the ones that carry the Gospel into the world. It is these that challenge injustice no mater the cost. Each month I think about my own evangelism and pray that I

may do Gods will.
Remigius, also known as Remi, one of the patron saints of France, was born about 438, the
son of the Count of Laon. At the age of twenty-two he became Bishop of Rheims. Noted for
his learning and holiness of life, Remigius is chiefly remembered because he converted and
baptized King Clovis of the Franks on Christmas Day, 496. This event changed the religious
history of Europe. Clovis, by becoming Catholic instead of Arian, as were most of the Germanic people of the time, was able to unite the Gallo-Roman population and their Christian
leaders behind his expanding hegemony over the Germanic rulers of the West and to liberate
Gaul from Roman domination. His conversion also made possible the cooperation the Franks
gave later to Pope Gregory the Great in his evangelistic efforts for the English. Certainly,
Clovis’ motives in accepting Catholic Christianity were mixed, but there is no doubt of the
sincerity of his decision, nor of the important role of Remigius in bringing it to pass. When

Please join us: Find out how the Episcopal Church part of the “Jesus
Movement” views things.

Clovis was baptized, together with 3,000 of his followers, Remi gave him the well-known
charge, “Worship what you have burned, and burn what you have worshiped.” The feast of
Remigius is observed at Rheims on January 13, possibly the date of his death. Pope Leo IX

Need Transportation? No problem! We can assist you with that too.

derives the later date of October 1 from the translation of his relics to a new abbey church in

Every Wednesday evening, through October 9th, then we will switch to a
new topic and keep going with our Wednesday format.
Questions? Call the St Alban’s office: T—F, 9am-1pm, 619-444-8212

1049.
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Deacon Phil

Church Publishing (2010-01-01). Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints (Kindle Locations 8703-8708).
CHURCH PUBLISHING INC. Kindle Edition.
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Sunday School News

Sunday School Son World series pictures continued ~

By Caroline Mahon-Hurd

Please enjoy these pictures from out Son World Summer Bible Study Series. Lessons depicted here
are the Choose Jesus, Choose to Obey (featuring “The Rich Ruler”), Choose to Believe, and the Son
World Roller Coaster photo booth. The children enjoyed lessons, crafts, and skits.
Blessings, Caroline Mahon-Hurd
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