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The Almanac

St Alban’s Leadership

From the Rector’s Pen - Giving & Receiving Directions

Naomi grew up in Muskegon, Michigan, on the shores of Lake Michigan.
Some of the roads in Muskegon tend to make unusual turns and even
circles, because they were built to coincide with the big lake and bays that
kind of circle much of the city. I remember once when we were visiting,
the boys and I dropped Naomi off to do some grocery shopping, and we
decided to visit a sporting goods store. I can’t remember why. As we pulled
out of the parking lot of MC Sporting Goods, we asked for directions from
someone that appeared to be a local resident. This was long before the days
of GPS or cell phones.
I remember he gave us some detailed instructions that had to do with several turns. We did
our best to follow the directions, but to our dismay we discovered that we ended up again at
MC Sporting Goods. We sort of knew at least the direction of the grocery store, and so we set
off again on our own. We made a few turns, and guess where we ended up? Yes, MC
Sporting Goods”! So, we set off again taking a different route, and I kid you not, guess where
we ended up? MC Sporting Goods! We decided to ask someone else for directions, and the
directions we got were completely different than the first set of directions given to us earlier.
And, we finally found our way out of the circling maze. So, whenever we would get lost in
the future, our famous expression was “Oh no, MC Sporting Goods!” So, the moral of this
story should be, be careful about who you ask for directions.
I don’t know if you have ever done this, but I can remember times when someone going
down the road, rolled their window down and asked for directions, and then I would give
directions, only to realize after they drove off that I left out something really important, like
to turn right instead of left, or to turn at the third light when it was really the fourth light. Ever
done anything like that? Well a rule of thumb is to probably never ask me for directions.
That’s not my strong point, but when I am driving, I am quite familiar with U-turns.
As we journey on this pilgrimage to our heavenly home, we join the prophets and all those
that have gone before us looking for a city that is prepared for us, journeying to our eternal
home. We get directions embedded in our faith, directives of how to walk with God in a
spiritual journey that is full of twists, turns and circles. On this journey we see, but we don’t
see fully, we understand, yet we do not understand fully. We experience the joy of the Holy
Spirit, the bliss of the kingdom of God here on this earth, but we do not see like we want to
see. We know God, yet we do not know him as well as we want to. As St. Paul describes this’
stammering of knowing, yet not yet knowing fully’: “For now, we see in a mirror, dimly, but
then we will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I have
been fully known”. (1 Corinthians 13:12, NRSV) “But the path of the righteous is like the
light of dawn, which shines brighter and brighter until full day” (Proverbs 4:18)
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Wishing
you a peaceful and blessed Autumn, Father Dave+

Wardens & Vestry

Staff
Father Dave Madsen ~ Rector
619-444-8212, padredavid1@gmail.com
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm, afternoons by
appt. only
Reverend Phil Loveless ~ Deacon
619-602-7952, ploveless@edsd.org
Denise Cote~ Assistant to Rector/Office
Manager; 619-444-8212 ,
dcote@stalbanschurch.info
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm

Sharon Hathaway ~ Sr. Warden
Mike Park ~ Jr. Warden
Victoria Mayor ~ Secretary / Vestry
Brad Cook—Vestry
Carly Montagne ~ Vestry Member
Jane Schinske ~ Vestry Member

Naomi Madsen ~ Music Director

David Ellis ~ Vestry Member

Caroline Mahon-Hurd~ Sunday School
Director
Joanne Bishop—Teen Youth Ministry

Hsa Blu Moo ~ Vestry Member

Brad Cook ~ Communication Director
Victoria Mayor ~ Social Media Director

Nawal Yousif ~ Vestry Member
Judy Brown— Vestry Member
Betty Johnsen—Vestry Member

Penny Park~ Prayer Chain Leader
Judy Brown—Treasurer
Betty Johnsen—Altar Guild; Food Pantry

Worship & Learn With Us:
Sunday 9:30 am
Worship Service
with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:45 am on
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, all are welcome!
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Presiding Bishop’s message, “Who is my neighbor?” July 15, 2019

From the treasurer’s Vault

“Deeply embedded in the Christian faith, indeed deeply embedded in the Jewish
tradition, which is the mother of the Christian faith, and deeply embedded in the
faith and traditions and values of many of the world’s great religions, is a profound
conviction in a sure and certain value and virtue that care for the stranger, the alien,
the visitor, is a sacred duty, a sacred vow.”
I’m Michael Curry, Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church. It goes without saying that there is a
humanitarian crisis at the southern border of the United States. It is a human crisis, a crisis that has deep
and complex roots, sources, and origins. But it is a crisis, a crisis of the human children of God.
There is suffering and there is hardship. There is complexity and difficulty.
But it is a crisis that we as nation, that we as a global community, must face and find a way forward for
the sake of our brothers and our sisters, for the sake of us all.

Deeply embedded in the Christian faith, indeed deeply embedded in the Jewish tradition, which is the
mother of the Christian faith, and deeply embedded in the faith and traditions and values of many of the
world’s great religions, is a profound conviction in a sure and certain value and virtue that care for the
stranger, the alien, the visitor, is a sacred duty, a sacred vow.
In the Hebrew scriptures in the book of Deuteronomy, the book writes and says you shall love the
stranger, for remember you were once strangers in the land of Egypt.
In the 25th chapter of Matthew in the New Testament, Jesus in the parable of the last judgment says that
when you welcomed the stranger, when you did it to these who are members of my family, you have
done it to me.
When you welcome the stranger, you welcome Jesus. The book of Hebrews in the New Testament says
those who have welcomed the strangers have sometimes welcomed angels unawares.
Welcoming the stranger, or as some translations call the alien, welcoming those who are visiting among
us is a cardinal virtue and value in our Christian faith.
Jesus was talking to a lawyer once; the story is told in Luke’s gospel. And, when he was talking to the
lawyer, the lawyer asked him what he must do to inherit eternal life. And Jesus said, what did Moses
teach in the Hebrew scriptures? The lawyer said, well, Moses said you shall love the Lord your God and
love your neighbor as yourself. And Jesus said do that and you will find life.
But the lawyer went on and he asked, well, can we define neighbor more precisely? Who is my
neighbor? And that’s when Jesus told what we now know as the Parable of the Good Samaritan where
one person helped another person, a person who was completely unlike them, someone that person considered other, not my tribe, not my nationality, not my religion, not even my friend. And Jesus at the
end of the parable said, who was the neighbor to the man who was in need? And the lawyer said, well
the one who actually showed compassion. And Jesus said, now go and do that likewise.
That parable of the Good Samaritan invites us, calls us, challenges us, to be neighbor to the neighbor.
Some of our neighbors are at the border and some of our neighbors are those who have immigrated to
this country and are living right in our neighborhood or in our city or in our community, or our state. To
show compassion to them is to obey Jesus. Go and do likewise.
Show compassion. Show mercy. Help the neighbor. Help the stranger. Love the Lord your God. And
love your neighbor as yourself.
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The St. Alban's day picnic was planned and staffed by
the teen youth group at St. Alban's on June 23, 2019.
The picnic was a successful event. A special thanks to
Duncan who put together a fabulous music soundtrack
for the event. Also, Gavin and Blu for taking over the
BBQ so the adults could eat and enjoy the picnic for a
change. Other helpers included Dah Dah for recruiting
food for the potluck, SanKyi, Hsa Blu Say, Marie, Cami
and Sarah for helping Jane with the decorations, Thaw
Ni, Hser Tha Law, Ian and Blu for monitoring the
games, and Cami, Sarah, Hsa Blu Say and San Kyi for
monitoring the Jumpy house. Thanks to all the adults for their participation as well. I can't
wait to see what the theme is for next year's picnic.
The Youth Group is taking a little time off for the summer but we will begin meeting again
and work on another outing soon.

Joanne Bishop
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~ Scout Troop 308 Camping Troop—continued ~
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Round Up Time… Deacon’s Random Thoughts

News from Scout Troop 308 at St Alban’s
In July, St. Alban's Troop 308 girls attended a week
long summer camp at Mataguay Scout Ranch. Together
they worked on their swimming, nature and first aid
merit badges. Each of the girls also took an elective
merit badge course such as fishing, archery and theatre.
In their limited free time, they enjoyed hiking trails,
free swim and shopping at the trading post. During
camp they participated in a competition that included
canoeing and achieved a second place award! They
made new friends at camp and are looking forward to their next adventure in scouting.
Scout BSA Troop 308 meets every Wednesday evening from 6:30pm to 8:00pm at St. Alban's
church. We welcome any girl between the ages of 11 and 18 to come and check it out. For
questions about the troop, email Joanne Bishop at bishopfamily1@cox.net.

On August 1st the church remembers Joseph of Arimathaea. Joseph is a good example of
someone that stood up in the midst of public fear and did what was right.
All that is certainly known of Joseph of Arimathaea comes from the Gospels, in the narratives
of the burial of Jesus. Though John speaks of Joseph as a secret disciple of our Lord, and
associates him with Nicodemus, another member of the Jewish Sanhedrin who was drawn to
Jesus, we know nothing of any further activity of these men in the early Christian community.
When our Lord’s intimate disciples were hiding for fear of the authorities, Joseph came
forward boldly and courageously to do, not only what was demanded by Jewish piety, but to
act generously and humanely by providing his own tomb for the decent and proper burial of
our Lord’s body, thus saving it from further desecration.
I would like to add a side note regarding the legends developed about their leadership in the
Church. One of the more attractive is the story of Joseph’s coming to the ancient Church of
Glastonbury in Britain and bringing with him the Holy Grail (the cup used at the Last Supper).
This tradition cannot be dated earlier than the thirteenth century. Although this and other
stories obtained wide credence, they are not based on historical facts.
The prayer for the day:
Merciful God, whose servant Joseph of Arimathaea with reverence and godly fear did

prepare the body of our Lord and Savior for burial, and did lay it in his own tomb: Grant, we
beseech thee, to us thy faithful people, grace and courage to love and serve Jesus with sincere
devotion all the days of our life; through the same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen

Deacon Phil
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Sunday School News

~ Pictures from VBS continued ~

By Caroline Mahon-Hurd

Son World Summer Bible Study Series
August 4- Choose to Believe- Bible story- The Blind Man John 9
August 11- Choose to Act/ Singing Sunday- Bible story- The Ten Sick Men Luke17:11-19
August 18- No Sunday school- Visit from former Bishop Sandy
August 25- Choose to Obey- Bible story- The Rich Young Ruler- Luke 18:18-27
September 1 -. Choose Jesus-Bible story- Choose Jesus- Bible story- The Disciple- John 20:19-29
September 8- Singing Sunday
September 15-- Choose Forgiveness- Bible story- The paralyzed man--Mark 2:1-12
September 22- Son World Party
Sunday School Field Trip
Our annual Sunday school field trip is to the Living Coast Discovery Center. This is a free field trip
for our Sunday School children, if parents want to come their cost is $12.80. The children should
wear their VBS tie dye shirts. We will depart from St Alban's Church at 9:30am and return at
2:00pm. A sack lunch and water will be provided. Field trip permission slips are due on or before
August 4.
Please enjoy these pictures from Vacation Bible School.
Thanks to all our sponsors and volunteers!!
Blessings, Caroline Mahon-Hurd

~continued
next page ~
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