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St Alban’s Leadership

From the Rector’s Pen - White Easter Lilies

Are you aware that if you plant a garden of White Easter lilies, the planted
bulbs should yield new flowers each Spring? White Easter lilies are
displayed by St. Alban’s and other churches as a testimony and reminder
of Christs Resurrection from the dead, on Easter. Before WW2 most of the
White Lilies used by churches were imported from Japan. When supply
lines from Japan were cut, prices for Easter Lilies
skyrocketed, and many lily farmers that grew the flowers for hobby, went
into business. At one time there were over 1200 lily farmers up and down
the West Coast. That number has dwindled to about 10 farms in an
isolated region of the Oregon-California border called the Easter Lily Capital of the World.
During my first year as Rector at my last parish near Philadelphia, I learned two valuable
lessons about white lilies. The first thing I learned is that lilies give off fumes (fragrance) that
can set off smoke and gas alarms if there are too many lilies in the vicinity of the alarms. The
church alarm was hotwired directly to the fire department. It’s a rude awakening in the
middle of the night to see the fire chief and firetrucks outside the church and rectory to check
out the mystery of the alarm. The fumes from the lilies triggered it.
The second thing I learned about Easter Lilies is that each year parishioners buy lilies and
give them to the church to use during Easter. This saves money and ensures a future for the
lily bulbs to regrow again. I also bought a few lilies. The Chair of the Altar Guild called me
after Easter and told me all the Lilies had to be taken out of the church right away. She
wanted me to make sure I took care of the flowers.
I reluctantly took the lilies, must have been 50 or 60 of them, and decided to plant them in the
rectory garden that faced the church. I grumbled and complained the whole time, because this
was not what I was hired to do. There is a verse in the Bible that I had my children memorize
at a young age: “Do all things without grumbling or complaining” (Philippians 2:14) I am
living proof that just because you memorize verses does not mean you practice them all the
time. The new white lily flower garden was beautiful. I sent a picture to Naomi who was in
NYC for work, and everyone was impressed with this new garden I planted.
But then the Head Sacristan called me two days later with these words: “Father Dave, where
are all the lilies. People are stopping for their flowers, but we can’t locate them. I responded:
“I took them out because you asked me too, and I planted them all in a new flower garden at
the side of the church, next to the rectory” She responded: “I meant for you to contact people
that had lilies, and to take your flowers out of the church, not everybody else’s too”. There
was an awkward silence.
As far as I know most people forgave me. Some priests have halls, or columbarias named
after them. I have a White Easter Lily flower garden dedicated in my name.
I’m looking forward to Easter season, a time of joy and great peace and comfort for
Christians all over the world.
Happy Eastertide, Father Dave+
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Wardens & Vestry

Staff
Father Dave Madsen ~ Rector
619-444-8212, padredavid1@gmail.com
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm, afternoons by
appt. only
Reverend Phil Loveless ~ Deacon
619-602-7952, ploveless@edsd.org
Denise Cote~ Assistant to Rector/Office
Manager; 619-444-8212 ,
dcote@stalbanschurch.info
Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm

Sharon Hathaway ~ Sr. Warden
Mike Park ~ Jr. Warden
Victoria Mayor ~ Secretary / Vestry
Brad Cook—Vestry
Carly Montagne ~ Vestry Member
Jane Schinske ~ Vestry Member

Naomi Madsen ~ Music Director

David Ellis ~ Vestry Member

Caroline Mahon-Hurd~ Sunday School
Director

Hsa Blu Moo ~ Vestry Member

Brad Cook ~ Communication Director
Victoria Mayor ~ Social Media Director
Penny Park~ Prayer Chain Leader

Nawal Yousif ~ Vestry Member
Judy Brown— Vestry Member
Betty Johnsen—Vestry Member

Judy Brown—Treasurer
Betty Johnsen—Altar Guild, Refugee Food
Pantry

Worship & Learn With Us:
Sunday 9:30 am
Worship Service
with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:45 am on
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, all are welcome!
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The Episcopal Church welcomes all who worship Jesus Christ, in 109 dioceses
and regional areas in 17 nations. The Episcopal Church is a member province of
the worldwide Anglican Communion.

From the treasurer’s Vault

The mission of the church, as stated in the Book of Common Prayer’s catechism
(p. 855), is “to restore all people to unity with God and each other in Christ.”
As part of that mission, we’re following Jesus into loving, liberating and lifegiving relationship with God, with each other and with the earth as the Episcopal
branch of the Jesus Movement. We seek every day to love God with our whole
heart, mind and soul, and to love our neighbors as ourselves (Matthew 22:3640).
For the Episcopal Church, the Jesus Movement calls us to focus on three specific
Priorities:
EVANGELISM:
Listen for Jesus’ movement in our lives and in the world. Give thanks. Proclaim
and celebrate it! Invite the Spirit to do the rest.
RECONCILIATION:
Embody the loving, liberating, life-giving way of Jesus with each other.
CREATION CARE:
Encounter and honor the face of God in creation.

(Source: https://www.episcopalchurch.org/about-us)
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St. Alban's Troop 308
St. Alban's is now the official charter of
Scouts BSA Troop 308! This is an all girls
troop under the Boy Scouts of America
umbrella. Girls between the ages of 11 and 18
meet at St. Alban's church every Wednesday
evening from 6:30pm to 8:00pm. The troop
consists of six girls so far. They have learned
many skills since their first meeting on Feb. 6
including tying three different types of knots
and how to set up a tent on their own.
Any girl between 11 and 18 is welcome to
come and visit to see if they would like to join
this adventurous group. Our goal is to go on a camping trip or a day trip at least once a month. This
is a wonderful opportunity that is now open to girls who can work towards the most prestigious
award in Scouts, the rank of Eagle Scout.
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Fast Facts about our Bishop-elect
•

Most recently served as canon for church growth and development in the Diocese of
Oklahoma

•

Married with two adult daughters, one of whom lives in San Diego and just got married

•

Authored God Gave the Growth: Church Planting in the Episcopal Church, among other
books

•

Is the first woman to be elected bishop in the Diocese of San Diego

Worship 9:30

Lenten Potluck

Visit from
Bishop
Katharine

study and

•

Planted a new church in Scottsdale, Arizona in 2006 that is thriving today

compline

•

Led Christian formation ministries for children and youth

•

Did tax consulting as a Certified Public Accountant for multiple accounting firms in the
90s.

•

Has a certificate in nonprofit management

•

Serves as a board member of Forward Movement, the company that publishes Day by
Day

•

Member of a small group who wrote “A Memorial to the Church” and proposed many
resolutions that brought change and hope to the church during the 2015 General
Convention.

•

Co-founded the Acts 8 Movement, a group dedicated to evangelism and revitalization in
the Episcopal Church

•

Frequent speaker at Episcopal church events on evangelism, church leadership,
congregational development, church planting, church growth and stewardship
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15

16 MASS

Worship 9:30

8:30am

Vestry Meeting

Followed by

Palm Sunday

21

Holy Week
Begins

22

17

18

19

20

6:30-8pm

Maundy
Thursday 7pm

Good Friday
Noon & 6pm

Easter Vigil
4pm followed
by potluck
meal

24

25

26

27

Food Pantry
Ministry 10am BSA Troop 308

23

Worship 9:30
Easter Sunday
BSA Troop 308

Earth Day
28 Worship

29

6:30-8pm
30

9:30

Welcome
Church 3pm
Wells Park
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St Mark
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Round Up Time… Deacon’s Random Thoughts
I sit this morning with the heartrending news of death and pain. People shot because they
belong to a particular religion, a religion that calls for love of neighbors and community.

Apr 16

Renewal of Vows, St. Andrew’s, Encinitas, 10:30 am

Apr 18

Maundy Thursday Footwashing, Episcopal Church Center,
10 am – 12 pm

On April 4 our nation remembers Martin Luther King Jr. By his eloquent and often prophetic
preaching, Martin Luther King Jr. called the United States to a new commitment to the ideal
of justice, while at the same time consistently resisting the temptation to violence, even when
provoked. He struggled against two sides at once – the status quo on the one hand and racial
revolution on the other. He taught by word and example the value of what he called
“redemptive suffering”; bring the crucifixion into relation to modern society. He spoke God’s
word to a complacent nation, moving it toward the realization of the kingdom of God.

Apr 21

Easter Sunday

How soon we forget.

Apr 27

ECS Gala, Coasterra on Harbor Island in San Diego, 6-11 pm

Apr 27-28

Mission Mexico Retreat, St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert

Apr 28

Pancake Breakfast, Mission Mexico youth fundraiser,
St. Margaret’s, Palm Desert

Apr 29 – May 3

EpisComm 19 Episcopal Communicator’s Conference,
Denver, CO

Apr 30 – May 2

TENS Conference, Generosity Transformed, Indianapolis

May 1-4

BEST, San Juan, Puerto Rico

In all of the pain of our world let us proclaim the gospel in our celebration of Easter.

May 4

Executive Council, St. Timothy’s, San Diego, 9-11:30 am

Christ has risen!

May 4

Small Churches Roundtable, St. Timothy’s, San Diego (tentative)

May 5

UTO Ingathering, all churches in the diocese

May 5

St. George’s Day, St. Paul’s Cathedral, 5 pm

Because you asked and we heard you, here is the list of upcoming events from the bishop’s
office. If there are questionw, please contact Hannah Wilder: hwilder@edsd.org
Or call the EDSD at (619) 291-5947

8

In a letter from Birmingham Jail, “I am in Birmingham because injustice is here. Just as the
prophets of the eighth century B.C.E left their villages and carried their ‘Thus saith the Lord’
far beyond the boundaries of their home towns, and just as the Apostle Paul left his village of
Tarsus and carried the gospel of Jesus Christ to the far corners of the Graeco-Roman world, so
am I compelled to carry the gospel of freedom beyond my home town. Like Paul I must
constantly respond to the Macedonian call for aid”.

Deacon Phil
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Sunday School News

The St Alban’s Teen Youth Ministry

By Caroline Mahon-Hurd

Sunday School Calendar of Events for Easter
April 14- Palm Sunday Walk- 9:30am
April 19- Good Friday Children’s Stations of the Cross -5.45pm
April 20- Easter Vigil service- Sunday School Easter Vigil Skit 4:00pm, Potluck Meal
follows.

April 21- Easter service followed by Children's Easter Egg Hunt (No Sunday School)9:30am

On March 9, seven youth, Dah Dah, Gavin, Hsa Blu Say, Marie, Hser the Law, Cami, Sankyi.
and two chaperones Joanne Bishop and Blu from St. Alban's church attended a youth retreat at
St. Paul's Cathedral in downtown San Diego. The youth enjoyed some pizza, played games and
took their turns on a bouncy structure. Then they broke up into smaller groups of about ten
each.
The theme this year was "Human". We explored the human side of Jesus versus the divine
side. We talked about what it means to be human and what Gods intention was when he made
us. There were activities where the children had to work together as well as individually. At
11pm, lights out an all were in sleeping bags on the floor or bench in the cathedral. It was cold
and the floor was hard, but we lost an hour over night, so it went by quickly.
The event was enjoyed by all and we look forward to joining future events for youth that the
diocese has to offer.

More pictures coming next month!

The Welcome Church is a non-denominational
ecumenical ministry located in El Cajon, California. On
the 4th Sunday of the month at 3PM & on special
occasions, its members gather in Wells Park for worship,
prayer, holy communion and a fellowship brown bag
picnic-style lunch.
It is a Church with a capital C, but don’t looking for it in
the phone book or on google maps. Don’t look for a fancy sign, tall white walls, ornate doors,
stained glass windows or a large impersonal campus. Look instead for its members sitting on
the ground, folding chairs, or medical scooters, or milling around plastic utility table that
doubles as an altar and picnic table amidst urban walls of pine trees, shrubs and scattered
apartment buildings. Its members are just a bunch of people: people from the street; people
from its ecumenical partners and affiliates; people from other churches or no church; people
with little means or are marginalized; people who are housed, unhoused or in some unconventional living arrangement in between. Its ministers often greet the gathering with the sprinkling
of water and the sanctifying declaration and reminder, “this is holy ground, and you are God’s
holy people.” Everyone is welcome and accepted for who they are, as they are –
NO exceptions! All may receive God’s precious gift to humanity, unearned and freely given –
a place at the Lord’s Table.
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