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From the Rector’s Pen - A Small Town Christmas Story
One of my fondest memories of Christmas Holidays was when I was a child
of 10-12 (don’t remember…long time ago, you know). We lived in
Hotchkiss, Colorado, a small town of 650, surrounded by a farming
community. My father was pastoring a church in this small town. This was a
time in the early 60’s that small town main streets were still lively places of
business. This little town was no exception. We had a drugstore with a soda
and food bar, barbershop, 5 & Dime Department Store, post office, gas station, restaurant and Main Street Town Park. Our three story parsonage was just a block off
Main Street.

I don’t know if the parsonage is still standing, but it was a magnificent building with an
interesting history. It had been a mortuary at one time and prior to that was an army post that
dated back to the early 1800’s. My three brothers and I were convinced that the place was
haunted, at least we hoped it was. My Christmas story relates to this little town and a
Christmas festival in the park on Main Street. Christmas music blared over the loud speaker
that was mounted at the top of a telephone pole. I wonder if they still make big old speakers
like that. I’m sure they do, but not like the old ones. The Christmas tree lights were turned on,
and the townspeople seemed to be having a good time.
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There was a raffle going on. Everyone was encouraged to write their name and address on a
piece of paper and put it into the raffle jar. I remember sitting and listening to the music and
speakers when it was time to pick a raffle winner. To my astonishment, my name was called.
I had been picked to receive $25. I think that was the first thing I had ever won in my life. I
received the money, and said thank you over the speaker, and ran home to tell my mother.
Remember that was 55-57 years ago, and for a poor preacher’s kid, that was a lot of money. I
googled how much $25 would be worth today, and it would be equivalent to @ $244.
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That Christmas I spent $25 on gifts for all my family, three brothers, one sister and Mom and
Dad, and with the encouragement of my Father, tithed 10% to the church. Giving to others
from something that was given to me was such a joy. That Christmas memory has to rate at
the top of my favorite holiday memories.

Judy Brown—Treasurer

It reminds me of the proverb that says: It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35).
May this be our prayer this Christmas? “Dear God. Please help us to consider others as more
important than ourselves, and help us to give to give to others that in so doing we will receive
your blessing, a gift we treasure above all gifts, baby Jesus, Son of God”.
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others.
(Philippians 2:3-4, NIV)
We wish you a blessed Advent and Christmas Season,
Father Dave
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Betty Johnsen—Altar Guild, Refugee Food
Pantry

Worship & Learn With Us:
Sunday 9:30 am
Worship Service
with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School
Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:30 am on
1st & 3rd Tuesdays, all are welcome!
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~ Bishop Katharine’s Convention Address continued from pg 9 ~
The bushes themselves seem to have remarkable lifespans – like the building that first housed St.
Paul’s in Banker’s Hill, then a vital campus ministry at SDSU, and is now lovingly renewed as St.
Philip’s in Lemon Grove. There are even literal gardens, growing food for neighbors at St. Timothy’s
and St. Luke’s. Some of these bushes bloom in multi-colored splendor, drawing nurture from soils of
different nations and cultures – St. Paul’s, Yuma; St. John’s, Indio; St. Matthew’s, National
City; Good Shepherd, Hemet, and many others have been blessed by the abundant diversity of God’s
creation visible in this part of the world.
Fearless Love is the will to dream the impossible with fragile frameworks, confident that the wind of
the spirit will gather and grow the necessary gifts and resources. It happens in congregations when
people set aside their fears of failure or difference and embrace God’s larger vision. How did St.
Luke’s become the vibrant and diverse community it is today – except through audacious dreams,
and fertilizer from the larger diocesan community? We profess that death can bring new life, and
we’re seeing it out in the desert. St. Anthony in the Desert has ceased to exist, yet its last few members are making common cause with a dozen or so Methodists and searching out others who want to
gather for worship and service. We don’t know what that bush is going to look like a year from now,
but we’re going to keep tending the seeds.
There are other amazing expressions of small seeds growing into sheltering bushes all over this
diocese – congregations like St. David’s, learning to have challenging conversations across
difference, sometimes with what one person has called “aggressive love.” It’s an image of how Jesus
acted toward his opponents – always working to move the conversation deeper, staying engaged
without dismissing or denigrating the other person. God knows this is an ongoing challenge for us all,
and particularly in the aftermath of this week’s election, I encourage you to consider how you might
stay connected with those who voted differently. Much of the lament in this nation – and around the
world – is a cry for love, respect, dignity, and being valued as a human being. Small acts of kindness
and welcome can result in remarkably deeper and significant relationships. They can provide enough
shelter for relationship to bloom.
One last topic – your next bishop. There is lots of energy around the next steps in the election
process, and we’re going to review it tomorrow morning. I would invite you to take a look at that
mustard seed you’ve been given. Think of all the thought and prayer and hard work that has brought
us this far. Seeds have been planted – this diocese’s gifts and history and particular contexts, the
missional relationships we have, our identity of Fearless Love, and the invitation for gifted people to
discern a vocation with us as bishop. The process has thus far produced one bird in the bush – and
others are circling, deciding whether or not to light.
Be of good courage, fear not, God is still at work! If this diocese’s abundance of love and fearlessness had its origins in a shipwreck, we can trust that God’s eternal and open future will bring the gifted leaders we need. Our task is to be faithful, to nurture those seeds into blessings for the world
around us, and to dream God’s dream of a world of abundance, as we strive to love our neighbors as
God loves us.
Plant the little seeds, water them and pray, and we will discover the dream of life abundant here in
our midst. Be Fearless! Be Love!
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From the treasurer’s Vault

At this time, we have four dioceses impacted by the 2017 hurricane
season: Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Texas and SE Florida. Puerto
Rico and the Virgin Islands have opportunities posted and Texas
and SE Florida should have opportunities up before the close of the
year. We are so excited about this new tool! If you are interested in
volunteering you can register in the system and "become a fan" of
the dioceses, then be notified when opportunities are posted.
Simply visit: http://volunteer.episcopalrelief.org.

Courtney Moore
Program Coordinator, US Disaster Program
Episcopal Relief & Development | 815 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10017
D 212.518.0550 | T 855.312.HEAL (4325) | F 212.687.5302
cmoore@episcopalrelief.org | www.episcopalrelief.org | Facebook/Twitter: EpiscopalRelief3

Fearless Love Diocese: Bishop Katharine’s
Convention Address
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Fearless Love means living in profound hope that small seeds will grow to feed, shelter,
and nurture life around us and among us and within us. And that understanding is being
built into the diocesan DNA.
This diocese began in a shipwreck, not far from where the diocesan offices are now. William Ingraham
Kip had been sent to be the missionary bishop for all of Alta California. He and his wife plodded across
the Isthmus of Panama on mules – and when they were separated, the locals told her he’d been
murdered. She fainted and then got back on her balky mule and kept riding west. Some hours later she
found him near the coast. The Kips boarded a ship with a thousand others for the trip to San Francisco.
The ship broke down off Baja and drifted for days, and the passengers were put on short rations.
Eventually, they ran aground on Zuñiga reef off Point Loma. After a stormy night, with waves breaking
over the grounded ship (during which the Kips’ 14-year-old son Willie was deemed “fearless”), the
morning dawned calm and the passengers were taken off. The Kip family came ashore in San Diego in
mid-January 1854, to be entertained by Don Juan Bandini in Old Town. Bishop Kip found an Army
chaplain, John Reynolds, who had been serving here for four years, and they held Eucharist at the
courthouse on the 22nd.
When Kip finally reached San Francisco, he had two congregations under his charge. By the time his
successor arrived in 1890, California had birthed a northern missionary district, grown into 81 congregations, and 19,000 people had been baptized and 11,000 confirmed.
This diocese is part of that rich history, and the mustard bush in southmost Alta California shelters a
myriad of people today. Consider the varied and fertile bushes that have sprung from small seeds here
since 1854: 43 congregations, and a continued military presence, with many more Episcopal chaplains.
The Bishop’s School was founded by Los Angeles Bishop Joseph Horsfall Johnson and Ellen
Browning Scripps in 1909, and today serves 800 diverse students from 6th grade through high school.
Episcopal Community Services was begun in 1927 by All Saints, San Diego, and today provides over
$27 M in health and human services annually. Camp Stevens started as a Depression-era dream, and
today shelters hundreds of children and adults in a multiplicity of gardens – forest, agriculture, and
savannah. St. Paul’s Senior Services began as a dream in 1960 and today shares more abundant life
with 1200 low-income and fragile seniors. RefugeeNet has helped to resettle hundreds of refugees in its
20 years, and is in the process of reimagining how to serve those already here.
These sheltering bushes often spring up almost overnight to become beacons of hope for years on
end: Feeding San Diego at St. Bart’s has distributed half a ton of food in its first two weeks; Neighbors
4 Neighbors at St. Margaret’s has been around longer, and its weekly food, clothing, and resource
ministry with hundreds of neighbors keeps growing; the several preschools and now Head Start
programs lovingly care for hundreds of small children across this part of California; there is a rich and
broad response to neighbors at St. Mark’s and at the Episcopal Church Center; as well as ongoing
ministries in nearly every congregation, that answer the chirping, hungry creatures in this part of God’s
garden.
~continued on pg 10 ~
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Round Up Time… Deacon’s Random Thoughts
With Christmas and all the busyness of the Holydays many important stories and histories of
our culture are forgotten. One my favorite authors is celebrated on Dec.10.

Timeline
Please Note: The petition period now extends until Friday, November 16 at 5 p.m. Background
and reference checks will take some time. It is likely that petition candidates will be announced
around the end of December. Please stay tuned.

Thomas Merton. His books are truly American treasures and I commend them to you.
Thomas Merton, 1915-1968: American Trappist monk, writer, theologian, mystic, poet, social activist, and scholar of comparative religion
His father was from New Zealand and his mother from the United States. After a brief sojourn in England, where Merton was baptized in the Church of England, the family settled in
New York. The birth of his brother, the death of his mother, and the long-distance romances
of his father created an unsettling life for Merton for some years. After a brief enrollment at
Clare College, Cambridge, Merton settled into life as a student at Columbia University in
New York. Merton developed relationships at Columbia that would nurture him for the rest of
his life. Though nominally an Anglican, Merton underwent a dramatic conversion experience
in 1938 and became a Roman Catholic. Merton recounts the story of his conversion in The
Seven Storey Mountain, an autobiography published in 1948, immediately and a classic. Merton entered the Order of Cistercians of the Strict Observance, the Trappists, at the Abbey of
Gethsemani, near Bardstown, Kentucky, in 1941. Known in the community as Brother Louis,
Merton’s gifts as a writer were encouraged by the abbot. In addition to his translations of Cistercian sources and his original works, Merton carried on a prolific correspondence with people around the world on a wide range of subjects. Some of his correspondence takes the form
of spiritual direction, some shows his deep affections for friends outside the community, and
much of it demonstrates Merton’s ability to be fully engaged in the world even though he
lived a cloistered life. Merton died in Bangkok, Thailand, on December 10, 1968, by accidental electrocution, while attending a meeting of religious leaders during a pilgrimage to the
Far East. [Lucy (Lucia)] Church Publishing (2010-01-01). Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints (Kindle Locations 1524-1537). CHURCH PUBLISHING INC. Kindle Edition.
I hope that your Christmas season is a happy time. Merry Christmas.

Deacon Phil
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Sunday School News
By Caroline Mahon-Hurd

The Sunday School is preparing the children for Advent Season. The children will have a variety of
Advent devotional materials to choose from. Our hope is that they will choose the materials that
interest them. We encourage them to use these daily Advent devotionals and Advent calendars to help
them prepare for our Savior’s birth and the coming of his return. We will have two Advent
devotionals. The first one is geared towards our children who are in elementary and middle school.
This Advent devotional is titled “Seek Out the Savior”, and has rhymes and seek-and –find picture
puzzles to help the children discover God’s plan for salvation through Jesus Christ. The other
devotional is titled “Advent See-Son” and is for our high school students and young adults. This
Advent devotional brings history and meaning to this special time of year. The children will pay full
attention on Christ’s birth and focus on his return. They are encouraged to look at the world around
them and to help others seek out our Savior.
The children will also have the opportunity to make an Advent wreath to use at home with their
families during each Sunday of Advent and on Christmas Eve. Our hope is that our Sunday School
families will use these Advent wreaths as a tool to connect with each other and focus on the coming of
our Savior. In addition to the Advent devotionals, we have Advent calendars and Advent coloring and
activity books. We hope these Advent materials will provide tools for our Sunday school families to
use together to reflect on our Savior and this special season.
Our Children’s Christmas Pageant will be during the Sunday service on December 16. We will have
rehearsals on December 2nd and 9th following the Sunday service from 11:00-11:30 am. It is important
for all of our children to participate to ensure a successful Pageant. Thank you all for your continued
support of our children’s ministry.

Bishop Katharine Calls for Works of
Love and Righteousness
God weeps when his children destroy each other. Sibling rivalry has been with us
since Cain and Abel, and we will have no peace until we learn that we are loved
beyond imagining – as are all God’s people.
The tree of life is an ancient image of interconnection. The members of this
suffering Pittsburgh synagogue profess that truth.
Episcopalians across the Diocese of San Diego join them in their grief and in the
belief that God intends us to dwell in peace together.
Pray for those who have died in Pittsburgh, for those who have been injured, and
for all who have hate in their hearts. Pray, and do the little works of love and
righteousness that will ultimately bring that dream of peace to reality.
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