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These are simple coaching truths, but I have incorporated them into my preaching for the last 
11 years. I wrestle, meditate, and focus on what the pericope means to the church, and more 
specifically what  the passage is saying to me, and how is it applicable to the congregation 
that will be listening? My question is this: How do I discern the needs of the parish family 
that I am talking to, and what will be the takeaway truth that people can apply to their lives? 

When I was the Program Manager for Ecclesia Ministries of New York, my responsibilities 
included maintaining a ROTA for celebrants and preachers, for two park churches, Madison 
Square Park, in the Flatiron District of Manhattan and Marcus Garvey Park in East Harlem. 
We had ordained clergy assigned for each Sunday, and once in a while they would bring a 
Seminarian Intern to preach. It was usually awful to watch, I knew we were in trouble when 
they brought out pages of notes and began to read. Even the better sermons were written for a 
housed church congregation before they became a weapon of tediousness and hardship to 
those in the park that had to listen. 

I always spend time trying to discern the needs of the congregation and how my sermon will 
hopefully make an impact to their lives. What is the takeaway, and what is the singular point 
that can be applied to life issues?  When I use the same gospel passage in our bilingual     
English/Arabic Mass, the sermon is tweaked to meet the needs of the mostly Chaldean audi-
ence. Itôs not the same sermon that was preached two days ago to St. Albanôs, even though I 
am using the same pericope. The same is true of the Welcome Church in Wells Park, same 
scripture, same truth, but a different crowd and the need for a custom-fit application. 

When you read this article, we will be beyond the Day of Pentecost and into what is called 
Common Time, or weeks after Pentecost.  I do wish you all a wonderful summer. School is 
coming to an end during this month, and vacation time is in the plans for many of you.    
Blessings on the green that is symbolic of new life for Common Time and the weeks that 

follow Pentecost.  Father Dave 

From the Rectorõs  Pen -  Be Yourself When You Preach 

 

My professor for Homiletics at General Theological Seminary, NYC. 
Professor and Priest, Mitties DeChamplain PHD, passed away last 
night. I learned some valuable insights that have played a major role in 
the way I preach. She taught me to create my own style of preaching 
that fits with who I am, and not try to be or sound like someone else. 
 
Mitties insisted that when we prepare for a homily to spend time alone 
with the passage, before consulting other commentators and sources.  
 
Mitties encouraged us to be discerning, to understand who we are  
talking to, and make our message specifically for those people. 
 
Those three concepts have played a major role in the way I approach 
preaching.  
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Wardens &  Vestry 

Mike Park ~ Sr. Warden 

Carly Montagne ~ Jr. Warden 

Victoria Mayor ~ Secretary 

Sharon Laraene ~ Vestry Member 

Mary Zori ~ Vestry Member 

David Ellis ~ Vestry Member 

Hsa Blu Moo ~ Vestry Member 

Isaiah Ayorinde ~ Vestry Member 

Judy Setford ~ Vestry Member 

Nawal Yousif ~ Vestry Member 

Judy Brownð Vestry Member 

Betty JohnsenðVestry Member 

 

 

 

St Albanõs Leadership 

Staff 

Father Dave Madsen ~ Rector 

619-444-8212,  padredavid1@gmail.com 

Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm, afternoons by 
appt. only 
 

Reverend Phil Loveless ~ Deacon 

619-602-7952,  ploveless@edsd.org 
 

Denise Cote~ Assistant to Rector/Office 
Manager;  619-444-8212 ,  
dcote@stalbanschurch.info 

Office hours: T-F, 9am-1pm 
 

Naomi Madsen  ~  Music Director/ Organist  
 
Caroline Mahon-Hurd~ Sunday School  
Director 
 
Brad Cook ~ Communication Director 
 

Victoria Mayor ~ Social Media Director 
 

Penny Park~ Prayer Chain Leader 

Judy BrownðTreasurer 
 
Betty JohnsenðAltar Guild, Refugee Food 
Pantry 

 

                                                                               Worship & Learn With Us: 

Sunday 9:30 am   

Worship Service  

with Holy Eucharist & Sunday School 

Tuesday Bilingual Mass with Eucharist is at 8:15am  

on 1st & 3rd Tuesdays, all are welcome! 
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 Episcopal Church leader to speak at royal wedding ceremony 

LONDON ð Kensington Palace says the head of the Episcopal Church, the  
Most Rev. Michael Bruce Curry, will speak at the wedding of Prince Harry and  
American actress Meghan Markle. 

Curry will give the address ð a sermon ð at the May 19 event in Windsor.  
He will join the dean of Windsor, the Rt. Rev. David Conner, and the Archbishop of  
Canterbury Justin Welby, who will officiate at the service. 

Welby has baptized Markle ahead of her marriage to Harry, the grandson of 
Queen Elizabeth II, who is the supreme governor of the Church of England. 

Born in Chicago, Curry was bishop of the North Carolina diocese before  
being installed as the churchôs presiding bishop in 2015. Curry is the first  
African-American to have served as presiding bishop of the Episcopal 
Church, an offshoot of the Church of England in the United States. It is part 
of the worldwide Anglican Communion. 
 

WELCOME to the Episcopal Diocese of San Diego County 

Weôre glad youôre here. Come on in, explore a little, and come worship with us in one of 

our congregations. 

We are a diverse community committed to living out the message of Jesus Christ. 

We strive to build relationships across ideological, political and socio-economic divides. 

We believe in Godôs redeeming love through the person of Jesus Christ. 

We embrace the awe and mystery of God through traditional liturgy while being open to 

the movement of the Holy Spirit. 

We welcome all people to experience the love of God. 

We welcome you here. 

Our Mission: The Episcopal Diocese of San Diego is a missionary community that dares 

to follow Jesus Christ in his life of fearless love for the world. 

Our Vision:  Undeterred by borders or barriers, we are pilgrims with Jesus in relentlessly 

searching for others to befriend, know, and invite to Christôs Eucharistic table of reconcili-

ation and sacrificial love. 
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 June 2018 

Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 
Sun Mon Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 

  

 

 

   1 

 

2 

 

3 

Worship 9:30  

 

4 5 MASS 

8:30am  

Food Pantry  

Ministry10am  

6 7 

 

8 

 

9 

10  

Worship 9:30  

 

 

Vestry Meeting  

11  

 

 

 

St Barnabas 

12  13  14  15  

 

16  

17  

Worship 9:30   

 

 

Fatherõs Day 

18  19  MASS 

8:30am  

Food Pantry  

Ministry10am  

20  21  

 

 

1st Day of  

Summer  

22  

 

23  

24  

Worship 9:30  

 

Welcome 

ChurchñWells 

Park 3 - 4pm  

25  

 

 

Nativity of     

St John the  

Baptist  

26  27  28  29  

 

 

 

St Peter &  

St Paul 

30  
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A New and Fun Volunteer Opportunity! 

Join us for "Table Talk", helping our refugee friends learn better English through 
conversation. We meet every Wednesday & Friday mornings from 10-
11:30am in the Sunday School room at St Alban's. Come on one or both days. 
No need to register, just show up! We need English, Arabic, and Karen, speakers 
alike. You will get cookies and coffee, and the chance to have conversations with 
members of our refugee community. Everyone will learn in the process. Come 
join us for this enriching experience! 
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With June we change from white to green in our vestments and altar. Some call 

this part of our church year, ñOrdinary Timeò.  

 

Ordinary Time refers to two periods of time in the Christian liturgical year that 

are found in the calendar of the ordinary form of the Roman Rite of the Catholic 

Church, as well as some other churches of Western Christianity, including those 

that use the Revised Common Lectionary: the Anglican Communion, Methodist 

churches, Lutheran churches, Old Catholic churches and Transformed churches. 

In Latin, the name of this time is ñTempus Per Annumò translated as  

ñTime During the Yearò.  

 

Ordinary Time is comprised of two periods: The first period begins on  

Epiphany Day or the day after the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord and ends on 

the day before Ash Wednesday. The second period begins on the Monday after 

Pentecost, the conclusion of the Easter season, and continues until the Saturday 

before the First Sunday of Advent. Is anyone screaming ñtoo much infoò?? 

 

In May I went with the Sunday school to the butterfly exhibit in The Water  

Conservation Garden at Cuyamaca College. It was an amazing trip! Not wanting 

to sound like this is a report from Lake Wobegon, but the children are very well 

behaved and very smart! I very much enjoyed the trip. There is always an  

opportunity to help with the Sunday School. 

Deacon Phil 

  


