
Wells Park is in for some big changes in the coming 

months and years.  
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¶ Changes at Wells Park  

¶ East County Homeless 

Task force  

¶ Pastors Pen 

¶ Ending Veteran      

Homelessness 

¶ Homeless Youth  

¶ Welcome Church in the 

Park 

9ƭ /ŀƧƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-
ǇƘŀǎŜ ƳŀǎǘŜǊ Ǉƭŀƴ ŦƻǊ ²Ŝƭƭǎ tŀǊƪ 
ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ ŎƛǾƛƭƛŀƴ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ ŜƳπ
ǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ ŀǎ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎΦ  hƴ aŀȅ нпΣ 
ǘƘŜ 9ƭ /ŀƧƻƴ /ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ǳƴŀƴƛπ
Ƴƻǳǎƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŘŜǾŜƭπ
ƻǇŜŘ ōȅ /ƛǘȅ aŀƴŀƎŜǊ 5ƻǳƎ ²ƛƭƭƛπ
ŦƻǊŘΦ  aǊΦ ²ƻƭŦƻǊŘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘǿƻ ƻŶŎŜǊǎ ōŜ ǘǊŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊ 
ǘƘŜ Ǉƻǎƛǝƻƴ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǿŜŜƪŜƴŘ 
ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ōŀŎƪ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ IŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ǳƴƛπ
ŦƻǊƳŜŘΣ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
tŀǊƪ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǎŀŦŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
ƻǾŜǊǎƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ōŜ ŀ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ Ŏƻƴπ
ǘŀŎǘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜƎƛƴ ƛƳƳŜŘƛŀǘŜƭȅΦ Lǘ ǿƛƭƭ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ 
ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǊŀƴƎŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
ǇŀǊƪ ŘǳǝŜǎ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎΥ 

! ǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ǘǊŀƛƭŜǊ-ƻŶŎŜ ƻƴ ǎƛǘŜ 
ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŜƴǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ Ŏƛǘȅ 
ǎǘŀũΦ CŜƴŎƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΦ 

wŜŘ ŎǳǊōƛƴƎ ŀƭƻƴƎ aŀŘƛǎƻƴ !ǾŜπ
ƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭƻǿ ōŜǧŜǊ Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƛƴǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ǇƻƭƛŎŜ 

¢ƘŜ ŎƭƻǎǳǊŜ ƻŦ ŜȄƛǎǝƴƎ ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎΣ 
ǘƻ ōŜ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜ ōȅ ǇƻǊǘŀōƭŜ ǊŜπ
ǎǘǊƻƻƳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ŬǊǎǘ ǇƘŀǎŜ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘπ
ŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ϷмллΣлллΣ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ 
ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ Ϸм 
ǘƻ ϷмΦо Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǊŀƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƘƛǊŘ ǇƘŀǎŜ ƛǎ ǎǝƭƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ŘŜǘŜǊπ
ƳƛƴŜŘΦ 

²Ŝƭƭǎ tŀǊƪ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфро ŀƴŘ ƛǎ 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƻŦ ŀ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ 

ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΦ  hŦ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪǎ ƛƴ 
9ƭ /ŀƧƻƴΣ ²Ŝƭƭǎ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘŜŘ ŘǳŜ ǘƻ ƛǘǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ƭƻŎŀπ
ǝƻƴΦ  Lǘ ƛǎ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ 
млΣллл ǘƻ мнΣллл Ŝŀǎǘ Ŏƻǳƴǘȅ ǊŜǎƛπ
ŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘ 
ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘŜŘ 
ōŀƭƭ ŬŜƭŘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǇƭŀȅƎǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŦŜƴŎŜŘ ŘƻƎ ǇŀǊƪΦ  

hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ 
ǎƛƎƴƛŬŎŀƴǘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƛƴ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ ŀŎǝǾƛπ
ǘȅ ŀƴŘ ŎǊƛƳŜ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴπ
ŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎ ǿƘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ 
ǇŀǊƪΦ  

tƘŀǎŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴ ƛǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǎƛȄ 
ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ǘƻ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜǎ ǊŜƳƻǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
ƭŀǿƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŜŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴƻǊǘƘπ
ǿŜǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪΣ ǘƻ ōŜ 
ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜȄǇŀƴŘŜŘ ǇŀǊƪƛƴƎ 
ŀǊŜŀΦ ²ǊƻǳƎƘǘ ƛǊƻƴ ŦŜƴŎƛƴƎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘΣ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ǎƛȄ ŦŜŜǘ ƛƴ 
ƘŜƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ ŀ ƎŀǘŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻπ
Ƙƛōƛǘ ŎŀǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀƊŜǊ 
ƘƻǳǊǎΦ 

tƘŀǎŜ ǘƘǊŜŜΣ ǎǝƭƭ ƛƴ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ǎǘŀƎŜ 
ƛǎ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀȅ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜ ŀ ά{ǇƭŀǎƘ tŀǊƪέ ŦƻǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ŀ ǇǊƛǾŀǘŜƭȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘŜŘΣ о-ŀŎǊŜ 
ŀŘǳƭǘ ǎƻŎŎŜǊ ŎƻƳǇƭŜȄ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ 
/ƛǘȅ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƘŀŘ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ 
ŀƭƭƻŎŀǝƴƎ ϷрллΣллл ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎŜŎǳπ
Ǌƛǘȅ ŜƴƘŀƴŎŜƳŜƴǘǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǘǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇπ
ƳŜƴǘ ōƭƻŎƪ ƎǊŀƴǘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΦ 

CŀǘƘŜǊ 5ŀǾŜ aŀŘǎŜƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ²Ŝƭπ

ŎƻƳŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǎŀƛŘ ϦL ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǎΦ L ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅ 
aŀƴŀƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ tƻƭƛŎŜ /ƘƛŜŦ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀƎƻΦ L ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ 
ŀǎǎƛƎƴ ŀ tŀǊƪ wŀƴƎŜǊ ǘƻ ²Ŝƭƭǎ 
tŀǊƪΦ L ǘŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ŘƻƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƎ 
ǇŀǊƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻƳŜπ
ǝƳŜǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀ ƘǳƴŘǊŜŘ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƳƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƴȅ 
ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘƻƳŜƭŜǎǎΦ [ƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƛƭƭŜƎŀƭ 
ŀƴŘ ǎŎŀǊȅ ǎǘǳũ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ ²Ƙŀǘϥǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ Ǝƻǘ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΚ aƻǎǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ 
ƛǎ ƻƭŘŜǊΣ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƭ ōǳǘ ƳƻǎǘΦ ²ƘŜƴ L 
ǿŀƭƪ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ ǇŀǊƪ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊπ
ŘŀȅǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƳŜǘƘ ŎǊƻǿŘ Řƻƴϥǘ ƎƛǾŜ 
ƳŜ ƳǳŎƘ ƴƻǝŎŜΦ L ǎǝƭƭ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ 
ǘƘŜƳ ōǳǘ ƛǘϥǎ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ 
ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
¢ƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜ ŀƎǊŜŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ 

¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǎƻƴ ǿŜ 
ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ²Ŝƭƭǎ tŀǊƪ ƛǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŀǘϥǎ 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǝƻƴ ƛǎΦ LŦ ǘƘŜȅ 
ŀǊŜ ƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ YŜƴƴŜŘȅ 
tŀǊƪΣ hǊ ǿƘŜǊŜǾŜǊΣ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ 
ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ǘǿƻ 
ƻǊ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŀǊŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎ 
ƴŀƳŜ IŜ ²ƛƭƭ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜπ
ŦƻǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎƻƳŜǎ Iƻƭȅ DǊƻǳƴŘΣ 
ŀƴŘ ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŎƻƴǝƴǳŜǎΦϦ 
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We welcome the 

faithful, the 

curious, the 

seeker, and the 

doubter, for Godõs 

embrace is wide 

and Godõs love and 

salvation are for 

all!  

WHATõS HAPPENING WITH THE HOMELESS  

OF EL CAJON AND EAST COUNTY 
The Chamber of Commerce of 
East County has formed a 

òHomeless Task Forceó that has 
been meeting for several months. 
The task force includes social 
service agencies, non-profit or-
ganizations, church pastors and 

lay leaders, and concerned indi-
viduals from various walks of life. 
From this group of volunteers, 
we have broken our teams into 
smaller task force groups. There 

are 10 groups that meet once or 
twice a month. We also call all 
the groups together for an òAll 
Hands Homeless Task Force 

Meetingõ. Our next combined 
meeting will be on June 28, 2017 
at the La Mesa Community Cen-
ter located at 4975 Memorial 
Drive, La Mesa, CA, 91942. Eve-

ryone is invited to join us for this 

combined meeting. 

The groups are broken up into 

the following areas: 

Team 1: Building a communica-
tion and marketing program for 

business and community. 

Team 2: Data benchmarking 

needed to measure effectiveness 

Team 3: Organizing, training for 

volunteers, contact teams, coor-

dination 

Team 4: Solving the homeless 

services access confusion 

Team 5: Reunification, develop-

ment of a program 

Team 6: Shelters, temporary and 

long-range housing, day centers 

Team 7: Mental illness, addiction 

issues 

Team 8: Crime and legal issues 

Team 9: Dealing with homeless 

youth and families 

Team 10: East County Task 

Force Leadership Model 

I have been involved in two of 
these teams, and would like to 
be involved in more. I appreciate 

the involvement and interest of 
those in our communities of East 
County. As a pastor, I do not 
have the time required to spend 
on all the many areas that affect 

homelessness. But, the issues 
come up many times every 
week, and it is going to be a real 
help to know where to turn with 
needy people at our doors ask-

ing for assistance.  

I know there are other areas in 
San Diego County that are ad-
dressing homeless issues from a 

cadre of volunteers working 
together in their local communi-
ties. The Welcome Ministry of El 
Cajon is taking our cues from 

places like the Episcopal Church 
òShowers of Blessingó, showers 
on wheels and Pacific Beach 
Homeless Coalition who con-
tracts with a local laundromat to 

provide the homeless a place to 
do their laundry. Our Welcome 
Ministry Board has agreed to 
pursue these two ministry op-

portunities for El Cajon. 

The Welcome Church is availa-
ble to honor those that pass 
from this life to the next with 

memorial services. Right now, all 
those services are held at St. 
Albanõs Episcopal Church in El 
Cajon, but that does not mean 

they cannot be held in other 

indoor churches.  

The Welcome Church is an 
Ecumenical group of pastors 
and laity from various denomi-
nations that meet at and hold a 

Eucharist Service in Wells Park. 
We also have leaders, myself 
included, that walk through the 
park and get to know the 
homeless, to listen to their 

narratives their needs and op-
portunities. Most appreciate 

the visits.  

We do our best to hook peo-
ple up with services, at least 
the ones we are familiar with. I 
canõt say that everybody is re-
sponsive to us, but most of the 

older homeless population are. 
Some of the younger ones are 
not in a place to listen to us all 
the time, and that is unfortu-

nate. 

Our next Memorial Service will 
be on June 10. Mark 
Hargelroad died on May 8 from 

a heart attack. Mark was a 
member of the Welcome 
Church, and he also joined St. 
Albanõs Episcopal Church.  We 
first met Mark and his wife Pa-

tricia at Wells Park. Patricia 
was later diagnosed with cancer 
and died a few weeks later. 
Mark was forced to move from 
the mobile home they rented 

because the trailer court was a 
55 yrs. old or older community, 
and Mark who was younger 
than Patricia, did not qualify. He 

moved into his van. He later 
moved into a room with kitch-
en privileges, but when they 
raised his rent he had to 
choose between car payments 

N E W S  
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He chose his car.  

Mark and his service dog Minnie were welcome sights 

both at the Welcome Church and St. Albanõs. 

Last year Marks father passed away, a retired Presby-
terian minister in the Wheaton area near  

Chicago. His mother passed away three months later. 
Mark was a sweet man with problems. He suffered 
from some mental disorders, but always tried to keep 

up on his medication.  

The Memorial Service for Mark was held on Saturday, 
June 10 at 11 AM, at St. Albanõs It was followed by a 
lunch in the Parish Hall. About 20  people attended, 
folks from St Albans, folks from Welcome church, 

folks from the park.   

In my past ten years of working with homeless people, 

both  in El Cajon, Philadelphia and New York City, I 
have appreciated the services, agencies and non-
profits, but what I really appreciate is the volunteers 
that give up of their time, resources and talents to do 
what they can to listen, to care for and to walk with 

people, even in limited ways. We are all on a journey, 
and may the Golden Rule that is relevant in all major 
faith traditions be our axiom: Do unto others as you 
would have others do unto youéor do not do to oth-

ers what you would not like done to you. 

 

Blessings, 
Father Dave 
The Welcome Ministry of El Cajon 

The Welcome Church of El Cajon 


