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The Welcome Church proclaims the hope and love of a gracious God
to all people and especially to those experiencing homelessness.
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Wells Park is in for some big changes in tl
months and years.
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We welcome the
faithful, the
curious, the

seeker, and the

doubter,

embrace is wide
and Godods
salvation are for

all!

NEWS

WHATO0OS HAPPENI N
OF EL CAJON AND EAST COUN

The Chamber of Commerce of . . :
. they cannot be held in other
East County has formed a Team 8: Crime and legal issues _ y
indoor churches.

OHomel ess Task Team< Redlingwitrehomeless s

been meeting for several months.yoyth and families The Welcome Church is an
The task force includes social _ Ecumenical group of pastors
service agencies, ngrofit or- Team 10: East (_30“”W Task  and laity from various denomi-
ganizations, church pastors and Force Leadership Model nations that meet at and hold a

Eucharist Service in Wells Park.
We also have leaders, myself

lay leaders, and concerned indi-

viduals from various walks of life. :
th t , and Id liketo |
es¢ teams, and WoLld xe 1 included, that walk through the

Frorr? thlsbgriup of voluntee_rs, be involved in more. | appreciate K and K h
we have broken our teams into 1 involvement and interest of Park and get to know the

smaller task force groups. There those in our communities of Eas omel_ess, to I_|sten to their
are 10 groups that meet once or County. As a pastor, | do not narratives their needs and op-
twice a month. We also call all have the time requiréd to spend portunities. Most appreciate

the groups togedhrde mhn hreadthat aftetithé visits.
I\H/Iaen(jaStH(i)mnelesg TaSkc'):(J“;e  homelessness. But, the isI@ues We do our best to hook peo-
meeting will bge on June 28, 2017 Eorhe up Fné’n)'ﬂ i esbie ple up with services, at least

e week, and it is going to be a realiye ones we are familiar with. |
atthe La Mesa Community Cen- pej, 1 know where to tumwith ¢ 4 n 3¢ s a y that e

ter located at 4975 Memorial
Drive, La Mesa, CA, 91942. Eve- n eedy people at our doors ask- sponsive to us, but most of the

ryone is invited to join us for this MY for assistance. older homeless population are.
Some of the younger ones are

| have been involved in two of

i i | know there are other areas in ) .
combined meeting. San Diego County that are ad- not in a place to listen to us all
The groups are broken up into dressing homeless issues from éhe time, and that is unfortu-
the following areas: cadre of volunteers working ~ hate.

Team 1: Building a communica- tegether in their local communi- ¢ next Memorial Service will
tion and marketing program for €S- The Welcome Ministry of Elpe on june 10. Mark

business and community. Cajon is taking our cues from  Hargelroad died on May 8 from
places like the Episcopal Churchy heart attack. Mark was a
Team 2: Data benchmarking 0Showers of Bl ggmberdane weldhe® Wer s

needed to measure effectiveness ON Whleels gndIPacifichBeach Church, and he also joined St.
) . - Homeless Coalitonwhocon- A | pands Episcopa

Team 3: Organizing, training for yacts with a local laundromat to ; D it pa ¢
volunteers, contact teams, coor- i first met Mark and his wife Pa

AR ’ provide the homeless a place 10 yicig at Wells Park. Patricia
dination do their laundry. Our Welcome a5 |ater diagnosed with cancer
Ministry Board has agreed 0 54 died a few weeks later.
pursue these two ministry op-  \ark was forced to move from
portunities for El Cajon. the mobile home they rented
because the trailer court was a
55 yrs. old or older community,

Team 4: Solving the homeless
services access confusion

Team 5: Reunification, develop-

The Welcome Church is availa-
ment of a program

ble to honor those that pass and Mark who was younger
: from this life to the next with
Team 6: Shelters, temporary and ﬁhan Patricia, did not qualify. He

longrange housing, day centers memorial services. Right now, al . .
grang ) 9. day _ those services are held at St. moved Into his van. I—_|e Ia_ter
Team 7: Mental illness, addiction o | pangs E pisco l5113v|ed lrﬁorerEJpr@ With |t§/1- El

issues Cajon, but that does not mean €1 Privileges, but when t
raised his rent he had to

choose between car payments
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He chose his car.

Mark and his service dog Minnie were welcome sights
both at the Welcome Church and St. Al bands.

Last year Marks father passed away, a retired Presby-
terian minister in the Wheaton area near

Chicago. His mother passed away three months later.
Mark was a sweet man with problems. He suffered
from some mental disorders, but always tried to keep

up on his medication.

The Memorial Service for Mark was held on Saturday,

June 10 at 11 AM, at St. Albantés It was foll owed by
lunch in the Parish Hall. About 20 people attended,

folks from St Albans, folks from Welcome church,

folks from the park.

In my past ten years of working with homeless people,

both in El Cajon, Philadelphia and New York City, |

have appreciated the services, agencies and non

profits, but what | really appreciate is the volunteers

that give up of their time, resources and talents to do

what they can to listen, to care for and to walk with

people, even in limited ways. We are all on a journey,

and may the Golden Rule that is relevant in all major

faith traditions be our axiom: Do unto others as you

woul d have others do unto youéor do not do to ot h-

ers what you would not like done to you.

Blessings,

Father Dave

The Welcome Ministry of El Cajon
The Welcome Church of El Cajon



